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“God grant me the serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change; courage to change the things

rm
in

o I cannot change; courage to change the things 
I can; and wisdom to know the difference” 
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International

SNOMED CT
UK
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• Requests via a central portal

rm
in

o • Requests
– New content

U
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er – Term changes to existing content

– Relationship changes to existing contentU Relationship changes to existing content
– Other changes
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1. Request for a new term
2 Research term including clarification

rm
in

o 2. Research term, including clarification
3. Locate where to add in the hierarchy
4 C id i
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er 4. Consider term strings

• FSN / Preferred term

U • Possible synonyms
5. What is the status of the term, 

UK/International ?
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6. What attributes does the term inherit ?
?

rm
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o 7. Does the term require additional attributes ?
8. Does the term require a fixed initial capital 

U
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er status ?

9. What language set are we authoring in ?U g g g
10.What dataset are we authoring into ?
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• Originally created to author Read codes
Expanded to include SNOMED CT

rm
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o • Expanded to include SNOMED CT
• Inbuilt ability to maintain mappings between 

terminologies

U
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er terminologies

• Built to meet specific requirements of the UK 
authoring teamU authoring team

• Lacks an internal classifier
t b d d t• . . . soon to be redundant . . . 
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1. IHTSDO guidance
2 UK specific guidance constrained subset of

rm
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o 2. UK specific guidance – constrained subset of 
IHTSDO guidance
• Developed specifically to meet UK specific

U
K

 T
er • Developed specifically to meet UK specific 
use cases

• Guidance reflects the lack of a classifierU • Guidance reflects the lack of a classifier
3. Some constraints are inbuilt into the 

authoring toolauthoring tool
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1. FSN tags must be present
S f

rm
in

o 2. Must be an FSN and Preferred term at least
3. Appropriate parentage status

U
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er 4. Changes cannot be made to International 

edition concepts (additional terms/relationships are U p ( p
acceptable)

5. Language settings
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1. All UK authors have a clinical background
2 Additional expert views are sought from a

rm
in

o 2. Additional expert views are sought from a 
variety of expert sources

3 All additions to the terminology are checked

U
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er 3. All additions to the terminology are checked 

by two other authors
4 Mature QA systemU 4. Mature QA system

• 1000+ SQL rules run against the data
S ti ft• Supporting software
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• New concepts
V3 to SCT mapping
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o • V3 to SCT mapping
• Fully specified names

P f d
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er • Preferred terms

• Synonyms

U • Relationships
• Description changesp g
• Relationship changes



e QA rules - examples

C
en

tre QA rules examples

• All words (except acronyms) in active UK

ol
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C • All words (except acronyms) in active UK 

Clinical descriptions must be in the lexicon
There should be no gaps in a concept's

rm
in

o • There should be no gaps in a concept's 
relationship group sequence

U
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er • Active terms should be capitalised, or have an 

initial capital status of 1

U • Subset IDs in the subsets table should belong 
to an active subset

• Concept model validity
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1. Validity checks on data

rm
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o • E.g. lexical checks, double spaces, 
language settings, FSN structure
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er 2. Data integrity

• E.g. All concepts have parents, all U g p p ,
concepts have FSN/Preferred term, all 
maps are valid from legacy productsp g y p
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1. UK Edition Committee
id d ti t th UKTC

rm
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o • provides recommendations to the UKTC 
Governance Board on products and service 
developments

U
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er developments

• clinically and technically assure products
2 UKTC Management TeamU 2. UKTC Management Team

• Day-to-day management of products
3 UK G B d3. UK Governance Board
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